mainly, as a copyist. The portrait depicts the middle-aged Queen who seems to have some features of Graves' orbitopathy, which have been rarely depicted in fine art works [2, 3] . Slight proptosis is more evident in the right eye, associated with upper eyelid edema and hyperpigmentation, mild lower eyelid retraction, and, possibly mild conjunctival hyperemia. A slight thyroid swelling is also apparent. These features cannot be seen in a previous portrait of the Queen, reproduced in Fig. 1a . The portrait, dated 1791 when the Queen was 39, by Elisabeth-Louise Vigée-Le Brun, represents a beautiful and healthy lady. The later portrait likely shows features of what is currently known as mild and inactive, asymmetrical Graves' orbitopathy [4] . The second portrait was probably painted after 1799, when Napoleon occupied Naples and forced the royal family to escape to Sicily: at that time, the Queen was about 50 years of age. Should the Queen have been affected with Graves' disease, her premature death might have been caused to a stroke due to a thromboembolic event secondary to atrial fibrillation [4] .
Maria Carolina of Austria (1752-1814) was the Queen of Naples and Sicily as the wife of King Ferdinand IV and III. The Queen became de facto ruler of the Kingdom after the birth of the male heir and her admission to the Privy Council. She promoted a policy of enlighted absolutism based on her adherence to Masonic ideas derived from the Age of Enlightenment, at least up to the execution of her sister Marie Antoinette and the forced flee subsequent to the policy of Napoleon Empire. In 1813, after the abdication of her husband, the Queen was deprived of any political influence and forced to leave Sicily and return to Vienna, where she died in September 8, 1814, at the age of 62, for the consequences of a stroke.
The Portrait of Maria Carolina (oil on canvas, cm 129 × 103) reproduced in Fig. 1b is the copy, attributed to Giuseppe Crestadoro [1] , of a portrait of unknown author, exposed at the Warsaw National Museum. Giuseppe Crestadoro (Palermo 1725 or 1730?-Messina 1808) was a second-rate Sicilian painter active in Palermo, Syracuse, and Messina, where he worked as painter in fresco and, 
